
From the President 
 

C 
ynics will quickly tell us 

that itõs individuals, not 

committees, who make 

pro-

gress. One per-

son, acting 

alone, acting 

efficiently and 

with wisdom, 

will leave an 

indelible mark 

on history but 

nothing mean-

ingful comes out 

of a committee. 

While there are certainly many indi-

viduals who would qualify for this 

praise, I wouldnõt agree that nothing 

meaningful can come out of a com-

mittee.  

The recent Vestlandslag 

board meeting in March was very 

productive. What a great group of 

decision makers! All contributed, all 

expressed opinions and all agreed on 

the matters at hand. Thank you, 

everyone! 

Perhaps we come by this 

naturally. Norwegians have acquired 

a reputation for being great nego-

tiators, relentless planners, skillful 

arbitrators ðpeople solving peopleõs 

problems. Through consensus we 

move forward.  

(Continued on page 5) 

PRESIDENT 

Marilyn Cornell 
43157 Maple Drive 
Lake Mills, IA 50450 
641.592.2987 
mcorn@wctatel.net 
 
VICE-PRESIDENT 

Michele Legried 
101 2nd Ave NW 
PO Box 432 
Byron MN 55920 
507.775.2458 
Legried.Michele@mayo.edu 
 
SECRETARY 

Janet Brandt 
1033 Kingman Ave. 
Red Wing, MN 55066-3149 
651.388.1217 
janetb@selco.lib.mn.us 
 
TREASURER 

Leland Randall 
7111 15th Ave. S. 
Richfield, MN 55423-3429 
612.866.4816 
LGladlee@aol.com 
 
HISTORIAN 

Natalie Hanson 
13569 Riverview Dr. 
Elk River, MN 55330 
763.441.4463 
<H4414463@juno.com> 
 
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 

Robert Hanson 
13569 Riverview Dr. 
Elk River, MN 55330 
763.441.4463 
<H4414463@juno.com> 
 
NEWSLETTER COEDITORS 

Jean R. Legried 
608 S. Washington Ave. #211 
Albert Lea, MN 56007 
507.373.9269 
jraeleg@charter.com 

Richard Flisrand 
811 22nd St. NW 
Austin, MN 55912-1133  
507.433.9577 
flisrand38@charter.net 
 
PAST PRESIDENT 

Roger Østby 
535 Holt Ave 
Elk River, MN 55330-1414 
763.441-2705 
rogerhannah2@aol.com 

Volume 121 Spring 2009  

Inside This Issue  

Andersonville National Historic Sites 4 

Albert Lea Stevne Map 6 

Stevne Program Schedule 8 

Stevne Registration Form 9 

Hardangerlag Å Møre og Romsdalslag Å Nordhordland/Sunnhordlandslag  Å Rogalandslag Å Sognalag Å Vosselag 

Vestlandslag Stevne & 
Vosselag Centennial Celebration 
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M any of the Norwegian heritage groups 

called lags were organized about 100 years 

ago. Last year, Sognalag, one of the mem-

ber lags of Vestlandslag, celebrated its 

centennial. This year, we meet at Albert Lea where 

Vosselag first met at the Freeborn County Court House 

and the Albert Hotel on June 24, 1909. 

Vestlandslag, organized in 1979 consists of: 

ü Sognalag organized November 28, 1908 at 

Albert Lea, Minnesota. 

ü Vosselag organized June 24, 1909 at Albert 

Lea, Minnesota. 

ü Møre og Romsdalslag: Sunnmøre organized 

June 25, 1910 at Moorhead, Minnesota. 

Romsdalslag organized June 14, 1913 at Min-

(Continued on page 2) 

Remodeled Freeborn County Court House 
Vosselag First Met in the Old Court House 

June 24, 1909 
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neapolis, Minnesota. Merged June 20, 1928 at Minot, 

North Dakota. Joined by Nordmørslag (organized June 

6, 1925 at St. Paul, Minnesota) in 1931. 

ü Hardangerlag organized August 15, 1911 at Sioux Falls, 

South Dakota. 

ü Rogalandslag organized September 8, 1911, Story City, 

IA. 

ü Sunnhordlandslag organized July 18, 1912. 

ü Nordhordlandslag organized September 3, 1913 at 

Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
 

2009 Stevne Program Highlights 
(alphabeticallyïsubject to change) 

Anders Davidson, Director of Business and Innovation 

with the Minneapolis Royal Norwegian Consulate, will be the 

banquet speaker and bring greetings from King Harald of Nor-

way. His great-grandfather, S. L. Davidson (Gulbraa), from 

Emmons, Minnesota, was an original member of Vosselag in 

1909. Andersô father, Ken Davidson, is coming from California 

and some of his grandchildren may also attend. 

Eric Dregni, author of In Cod We Trust, will tell about 

his book and living in Norway. 

On Saturday at 1:00 p.m. a catered meal and tour of the 

Freeborn County Historical Museum is available. Pre-

registration is needed. 

(Vestlandslaget Stevne, Continued from page 1)  
Traditional Norwegian fiddle music will be 

played by Full Circle.  

Dean and Ann Urness Gesme, two of the 

founders of the umbrella organization, will speak 

about Vestlandslag on its 30th anniversary. 

A 
presentation 

on the Bel-

mont Massa-

cre, a con-

frontation in 

1862 between 

the Indians 

and white 

settlers near 

Jackson, Min-

nesota, will 

be given by 

Deb Nelson 

Gourley. 

Twelve of the 

thirteen per-

sons who died 

were from Voss/Evanger. On Sunday the Voss bus 

tour will visit the monument near Jackson. 

 

Dr. Tom Hanson, a professor at the Univer-

sity of Minnesota, will address the group with his per-

spectives on Norwegian/American relationships. 

(Continued on page 3) 

 


